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Dear Friends,

The College of DuPage Foundation has remained dedicated to 
the achievement of our mission to support College of DuPage 
through working with donors of different backgrounds who 
provide gifts in different ways. 

Support takes many forms and donors have the opportunity 
to get creative. This year, George Macht, COD alum and retired 
faculty of 34 years, worked with the Culinary department 
and the College of DuPage Foundation to create culinary and 
baking scholarship challenges through an endowment. Charlene 
Kornoski-Du Vall and her husband, Jim Du Vall, included College  
of DuPage in their estate plan as a way to say thank you for 
the years Charlene enjoyed singing in the DuPage Chorale and 
furthering her performance skills at COD. And Vistex exemplified 
long-term, multi-faceted corporate relationships that will help 
the next generation of computer and information technology 
students through scholarships. 

On behalf of the College of DuPage Foundation Board of Directors, 
I thank you for your support and generosity. The commitment 
of donors and the community to College of DuPage helps make 
dreams a reality for many COD students.

Many thanks for your time and continued support. 

Karen M. Kuhn, MS, CFRE 
Executive Director, College of DuPage Foundation

KAREN M. KUHN 

“NO WINTER LASTS FOREVER; 
  NO SPRING SKIPS ITS TURN.”
  — HAL BORLAND



SCHOLARSHIP SPOTLIGHT

THE GEORGE MACHT  
SCHOLARSHIP CHALLENGE
Four culinary and pastry arts students were 

awarded a total of $13,000 in scholarships 

as part of the first-ever inaugural George 

Macht Scholarship Challenge held at College 

of DuPage’s Culinary and Hospitality Center 

this November.

The new event, consisting of culinary and 

pastry challenges, provided students in 

Culinary, Baking and Pastry Arts programs 

with the opportunity to compete for first  

prize scholarships of $4,500 and second  

prize scholarships of $2,000. 

“The mission of this challenge is not just 

competition for financial gain,” said George 

Macht, COD alum and retired faculty of 34 

years who created the scholarship through 

an endowment to the College of DuPage 

Foundation. “It’s also an opportunity for 

the students to learn in the process of this 

challenge through practice and study.”

Macht served as the Hospitality 

Administration program coordinator and 

professor and inspired countless students 

as an educator and as a chef. He is known 

George Macht samples the finished results with other judges 
to determine the winners. During the competitions, judges 
also observed each student working at their stations and 
evaluated their cooking skills.  

for his leadership and the instrumental role he 

played in building College of DuPage’s Culinary 

and Hospitality program. 

Upon his retirement in 2008, Macht created 

an endowment under his name at the College 

of DuPage Foundation to support scholarships 

for students majoring in Culinary or Hospitality 

programs. The George Macht Scholarship is 

generously funded by George and Vivian  

Macht, and contributions from friends,  

family, and colleagues.

The scholarships will help cover tuition, fees, 

books and supplies. 

“When he came to us with this idea for the 

scholarship, we both agreed that we wanted 

this to be about learning for the students and 

not just awarding funds,” said David Kramer, 

Chair and Associate Professor of Culinary, 

Baking and Pastry Arts.

Students who did not place in the competitions 

still walked away with valuable experience 

that will prepare them for transitioning to the 

workforce, where chefs are often asked to 

prepare food as part of an interview. Students 

had the opportunity to watch a faculty member 

prepare each recipe prior to the competition, 

and were provided with all of the ingredients 

and equipment needed for the competition to 

“level the playing field,” as Macht said. 

Culinary Arts and Baking and Pastry Arts students 
competed this fall for scholarships of $4,500 and  
$2,000 during the first annual George Macht Scholarship 
Challenge at COD’s Culinary and Hospitality Center.



MUSIC TO OUR EARS:  
PLANNED GIVING WITH  
CHARLENE KORNOSKI-DU VALL

“ALMOST ALL THE TIME THAT I GIVE, 
I GIVE BECAUSE IT’S ONE WAY OF 
SAYING THANK YOU.” 

— CHARLENE KORNOSKI-DU VALL

The College of DuPage didn’t become a part of 
Charlene Kornoski-Du Vall’s life until she retired,  
but her experience participating in the DuPage 
Chorale in recent years led her and her husband, 
Jim Du Vall, to include COD in their estate plan. 

Kornoski-Du Vall had always enjoyed singing, 
but she didn’t have time to pursue the interest 
while working full-time for the Chicago Public 
School system for 33 years. In 2009, after retiring, 
she decided to join a few singing groups which 
included the DuPage Chorale, a large community 
chorus based at College of DuPage that welcomes 
adult singers of all voice types and ages.

Singing with the chorale turned out to be a 
transformative experience for Kornoski-Du Vall, and 
in 2013, she decided to take advantage of courses 
at College of DuPage to further her performance 
skills. When the time came to develop her estate 
plan, she knew she wanted COD, as well as other 
institutions, to be a part of it. 

“I felt it was an appropriate time to give back and  
I am impressed by what COD has done,” Kornoski- 
Du Vall said. “I am impressed by the programs that 
are available, and I am impressed by how I, as a 
community member, have easy access to them.”

Kornoski-Du Vall said that receiving an education 
allowed her to pursue a fulfilling career and get 
to where she’s at. She attended Illinois College 
and Northeastern University, and later in life, 
took classes at COD. Now, she wants to provide 
that same opportunity to others by giving to the 
programs that helped her. 

“Almost all the time that I give, I give because it’s 
one way of saying thank you,” Kornoski-Du Vall 
said. Kornoski-Du Vall believes COD is a fantastic 
launching pad for so many students. 

Annually, she contributes to the John Belushi 
Scholarship Fund for Music and Theater, the Scalise 
Family Fashion Program Scholarship, the McAninch 
Arts Center General Fund and the Buffalo Theatre 
Ensemble Fund. 

Kornoski-Du Vall and her husband are still working 
with the COD Foundation to decide exactly what 
programs will benefit from their legacy gift, 
although she imagines that it will be distributed 
in a consistent manner with the programs she is 
currently supporting. 

To learn more about legacy planning visit foundation.cod.edu/plannedgiving

cod.planmylegacy.org


SCHOLARSHIP SPOTLIGHT

HONORING EXCELLENCE: VISTEX  SCHOLARSHIPS

Vistex solutions help businesses take control of  
their mission-critical processes through software 
and professional services. Now, through scholarships 
at COD, Vistex is also helping the next generation of 
computer and information technology students. 

“We sought to engage with College of DuPage  
because we saw an opportunity to support high  
level and accessible technical education right in  
our backyard,” said Vistex Founder, CEO, and Chief 
Architect Sanjay Shah. “I believe that the students we 
are supporting through the Vistex scholarships have 
every capability to become leaders in this industry.”

Vistex has 21 global offices with over 1,500 employees. 
The company has given over $30,000 for scholarships 
at COD, and just gave an additional $10,000 for 
the upcoming year. Over the past three years, and 
continuing into this year, Vistex scholarships have 
supported almost 20 College of DuPage students. 

“We hope that, in removing this one financial  
barrier to success for students, other barriers  
might fall by the power of their curiosity, 
entrepreneurship and hard work,” Shah said.  

Scholarships, programmatic support, sponsorships,  
and naming opportunities are a few ways that 
companies can align philanthropic work with their  
own goals to shape an outstanding workforce. 

The Vistex partnership with COD represents a  
long-term, multi-faceted corporate relationships.

“Corporate donors collaborate with colleges to  
tackle challenges of workforce development and 
retention,” said Kelli Walker, director, corporate 
partnerships, Institutional Advancement at COD.  
“Our students benefit not only from financial  
support but educational opportunities such as 
internships and professional mentorship.”

Corporations can work with COD to provide  
students with apprenticeships, internships, 
externships, and networking. Companies can receive 
professional development for specific business needs 
through continuing education at COD. Companies 
and their employees can also offer mentoring and 
leadership by participating in academic advisory 
councils and mentorship programs, speaking to 
classes, or joining the alumni executive committee.

ROCHELLE SHROYER
Woodridge, IL

Degree Program: 
Software Development

“Thank you for awarding me the Vistex Scholarship.  
It will seriously help in the upcoming semester with  
the financial burden. I hope to help those along my 
journey grow in their path as well!” 

“I am sincerely honored to have been selected for this 
scholarship, I cannot express my happiness in words. 
 I am feeling so much lucky and glad for getting this 
opportunity, it means a lot for me and my family. This 
scholarship is the best gift in this entire year and all  
my years of school. I never imagined getting a certain  
type of chance in real; I will never forget this award.”

NAVJOT SAINI
Carol Stream, IL

Degree Program: 
Software Development

MOHAMMED RIAZ 

Woodridge, IL

Degree Program: 
Software Development

“This grant has greatly eased the stress... I hope that 
this grant may go on to be received by other future 
students who need it as much as I do. I would like to 
thank Vistex for making this grant possible!”

THOUGHTS FROM RECENT RECIPIENTS...



HISTORIC WARHOL EXHIBIT COMING TO COD IN SUMMER 2023 
In the Summer of 2023, the Cleve Carney Museum of Art will host a historic exhibition featuring 
works by one of the most iconic artists of the last century and the leading exponent of the Pop art 
movement of the 1960s, Andy Warhol. The exhibit will include a historic timeline, Warhol Polaroid 
pictures from the Cleve Carney collection and 94 works from the Bank of America loaned through 
the Bank of America Art in our Communities® program. Watch for more information to come.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS SAY “THANK YOU” 
This spring more than 40 generous donors provided 65 COD students 
with scholarships. In their words and emojis, here are some of the 
recipient’s words of gratitude.

“I wish I could meet this generous person that 

donated this scholarship to me to shake their  

hand            , hug them           , and let them know 

that they are helping me continue my dream;  

with proper precautions of course                    .”

“I want to be a teacher and positively          impact 

the lives of young children. This scholarship will 

positively impact my future and allow me to 

advance my career in being a teacher         .” 

“Thank you once again, please never stop helping 

people reach their goals           because you leave an 

impact on our lives and that impact inspires us to 

spread kindness            .”

“I would like to thank every person that made  

possible this scholarship, it takes a weight            

off my shoulders for this semester!”

“Your generosity is bringing me closer to making 

my goals and dreams          a reality. I hope in 

return one day, I’ll be able to give back and help 

other students achieve their goals.”

“My heart           was dancing with joy when I  

received the email             informing me that I had  

been chosen to receive this scholarship.”

“Your scholarship has given me a new outlook  

on life, and I am forever grateful         .”



ALUMNI STORY     ANA SOLARES

SUPPORTING SUCCESS
Your Giving Options

Whether it is a student you want to motivate, a loved one you wish to honor or an educational 

program you would like to see expanded, the College of DuPage Foundation is here to help.  

Please consider the following giving options:

• Establish an endowment

• Make a gift in honor or in memory of someone

• Sponsor, participate in or volunteer for our upcoming events

• Gifts of stocks and bonds

• Gifts of insurance

• Gifts of retirement assets

• Gifts in kind 

• Immediate use cash gift

• Car donation

All gifts made through the College of DuPage Foundation are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of 

the law. Pledges may be paid in installments. 

ONLINE:  foundation.cod.edu/donate

BY MAIL:  P.O. Box 4866, Wheaton, IL 60189

BY PHONE:  (630) 942-2462

“I always enjoyed watching plants develop and bear fruits 

at my parents’ small farm in Guatemala, but I never thought 

I could pursue my passion professionally,” says Ana Solares. 

“Thanks to COD, I was able to do just that. Not only were my 

Horticulture professors passionate and well-versed about 

the subject, but they helped me translate lessons. 

Solares credits COD’s ELA and Horticulture programs for her 

personal and professional success. “Every day I utilize the 

knowledge I obtained at COD,” she said. “COD gave me the 

tools to assimilate to America and prepared me to make a 

life for myself. Not everyone who immigrates to America 

has the fortune of getting the right start, but I’m lucky to 

say that I did.”

To read Ana’s full story visit: https://www.cod.edu/about/stories/students/solares.aspx

https://www.cod.edu/about/stories/students/solares.aspx
https://foundation.cod.edu/donate/


Published quarterly by the College of DuPage Foundation.
Please direct all comments and questions to foundation@codfound.org. 

Websites: foundation.cod.edu  |  alumni.cod.edu  |  cod.edu

© 2022 College of DuPage Foundation. All rights reserved.
INSPIRE

The Foundation actively collaborates with College of DuPage Office of Institutional Advancement  
on initiatives and campaigns which may be initiated by either the Foundation, Institutional Advancement employees,  

or College employees to raise resources in support of these goals.
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